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was another night on light decl
ing out of the ordi We had one aircraf

: bt een th]p aircraft
, and one flig -deck
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crewman fo nd

atc ed a blue hirtmove, from the port side
aft toward the starboard main mount, but
't directly under the wing. In fact, she was A
aight for the exhaust.
as she crossed the port exhaust, she was
blown down on the deck. Iran to grab her, pulling
the blueghirt off the deck and out of jet exhaust’s path.
*  trying to grab the chock she had dropped,
dn t let her get it. The exhaust pushe

The Naval Safety Center database shows

16 aircraft damaged and four people blown

down or overboard in the last five years (we

suspect some events go unreported). Two

aircraft had Class A damage, and the total

damage cost was $2,788,345.
Type-aircraft breakdown:

FA-18 5 ock all the way to the deck-edge
E-2 2 whir

P-3 1 ot inte

E-6 1 nkful

H-60 1 We at

EA-6 1 nt, SO w

F-14 1 be aware of

S-3 1 shipmates, an@

C-130 1 aircraft’s exhaus

AH-1 1 Look out for No. 1,

AV-8 1 off the flight decl
Aircrew, maintainers and yellowshirts must be blues

make sure aircraft are clear of destructive jet
exhaust, prop wash, and rotor down wash.
Flight-deck personnel must maintain SA to
avoid swimming with the fishes.
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5 /Lijg. Rob Cassidy

had ha*i od day as the air-wing safety
duty offic i& a few minor incidents but
nothing serious. My comfort zone was
shattere » ly that night when one of our
AEs was inj &', on the flight deck. I was
notified of the ineident and was called to write
an initial report on the facts.
It was a night like any oth
at sea. The deckea 1ing to

p and air-wing
10 3 model of efficiency. But

1ld not remain routine.

as taxiing from its parking

anding area to cat 3 for launch, the

wheels became stuck in the arresting wires. In
an effort to taxi free of the wires, the crew added
power and taxied through.

Maintainers positioned themselves for final
checks, but one AE2 shifted position and found
out why you must maintain situational aware-
ness at all times on the flight deck. He walked
behind his aircraft just as the crew in the Viking
increased engine power. He was blown back-
ard, toward the round down, and stopped only
he collided with a parked tow tractor.

His clash with the tow tractor ended with
lacerations and a broken femur. The bone broke
clean through. He was flown off the carrier the
next day and eventually was sent home to heal.

Several things could have been done dif-
ferently to avoid this unfortunate mishap. The
maintainer should have been aware of the
danger brewing and waited to step behind the

He also underestimated the power of an
sumed it would not blow

- vent the incident.

he biggest lesson learned is talked about
antly reviewed, but it often is ignored:
aintain situational awareness on
at all times. They must “see”
1 ready to develop before i
ger M"




